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A ‘Green Cloud’ Adds to Soviet U.F.O. Lore

8y SETH MYDANS
Syuxtal  The Mew York s

coud that turnad wxnething
resembling a plans.

It was the latest exa of a phe-
nmnenon that has ca Rumxians’

doclaudv that lhn ll.h(ln’ must have
been of ‘‘what we call a U.F.0.”
The repart, carried today in the labor
unian Trud, was one of a
number that have appeared over the
years In a nation fascinated by unex-
as A

such
ble Snowmen, the Bermuda Triangle,
Loch Ness monsters and the search for
the lost city of Atlantis.

In 1967, Soviet Alr Force set up a
commissian to investigate U.F.O.'s,
though its findings have not been made

ic. And Trud arﬂed an nwenl
rom a C A on A
ln%::r more reports of -wmw
account

Pap

the sobriety of the crew, giving the
names, educational backgrounds and
Night experience of its four members.

The second pilot, Gennad) Lazurin
was quoted as having said during the
Night, *°Of course, thqy are going tosay
we are not norma

But It seemed lmm Trud’s sccount
that, on the contrary, they were being
taken quite sericusly.

According to the account, the adven-
ture began at 4:10 A.M. on a clearnight
some 75 miles Minsk when crew mem-
bers saw a bright yellow light that shot

thin white hr:g toward the ground.

watcl transfized, as the ray
tul into concentric cones of light,
and then dissipated into a green cloud
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that craased their flight path and bo.m
to uke on the shape of a|

» asked ly " what
vu .oln. on.

““Tell them It is some sort of cloud,”
lhe apuln. Cherkashin, is said to

ight attendant. *‘Say the
rello' lhln( is a reflection of city
ights, the green thing of polar lights.*’

But ground controllers in Riga and
Viinius confirmed the pressncs of a
cloudlike plane next to the Aerofiot
airliner.

After landing in Tallinn, the crew
learned that ground controllers had
seen not one but two blips following the
Tu-1M4 acrass the radar screen.

Nikolat N. Zheltukhin,
ing ber of the A
ences, ruled out weather as an
tion and sald a genuine U.F.O. vuln-
volved.

oy of Set. |0

R

Cammission en Asmme-
lies had made a study of U. PO ‘s, and
he called the sighting a valuable docu-
mentation of the transformation of an
unidentified flying object.

Not all newspaper accamts have
taken U.F.0.'s sericusly. A television
dorumentary in 1981 derided them,
along with wderwvater marman,
mln m and the rest.

, an wdwgrasd daunent
attributed to a professor at Maacow’s
Aviation Institute referred to 300




